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Contributors’ Biographies
Karina StilesCox is a fulltime lecturer currently teaching Composition I and II and Sophomore
level Literature at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. She holds a Master’s degree in
English from the University of Texas at Brownsville and a Master’s degree in Spanish from the
University of Texas at San Antonio. Her previous research has focused on the child in Victorian
Literature, the treatment of motherhood and mothers in American Realism, the marginalization of
the Other in Don Quijote, and Simone de Beauvoir’s influence on the works of Rosario
Castellanos and Angeles Mastretta. Whenever possible, she takes her work to the beach.
Gabriela Almendarez is a Master’s Candidate in the Rhetoric and Composition program at
California State University, Northridge. As a Central American living in Los Angeles, she is
interested in exploring the ways gender, sexual, and cultural identities are shaped not only by
literature, but also by the physical location in which individuals are socialized. Her research
project frames Rigoberto González’s memoir, Butterfly Boy: Memories of a Chicano Mariposa,
as an exemplary case study of New Mestiza/o theory and its relation to the “third space” of hybrid
identity. She plans to pursue a doctoral degree in Fall 2017 where she will extend her current
research by considering postmodern literature’s relation to discourses of mixedrace people and
mixed nationalisms in late twentiethcentury multiethnic American literature. Pursuing a doctoral
degree would allow her to serve linguistically and culturally diverse students through her research
and teaching at a postsecondary level.
Melissa Sande received her PhD in English, General Literature, and Rhetoric in 2013. She is an
assistant professor of English at Union County College in New Jersey. Her research interests
include twentiethcentury Caribbean literature by women and contemporary African American
literature.
Peter Cullen Bryan is a PhD candidate in American Studies at Penn State University. His areas
of study include transnational American Studies, International Communications, and 21st Century
American culture, with a focus in comic art and digital communities. His Master's thesis
considers the impact of early cartoonist Windsor McCay upon the creation of comics as a genre,
and his dissertation work focuses on the cultural impact of Donald Duck comics in Germany,
emphasizing Erika Fuchs's translations and digital fan communities that arose in response. He
hopes to one day trace the journeys of Scrooge McDuck himself, and see how reality stacks up to
the legend.
Tiffany Price is celebrating her fourth term of teaching English Composition 1 through the
University of the People, a strictly online university that has recently partnered with The
University of California, Berkeley. Tiffany’s research developed through her graduate studies in
Technical and Professional Communications at East Carolina University and focuses on the
intercultural classroom. It has allowed her to effectively teach students in an online environment
that extends to over 200 different countries. Along with attaining a certificate in Professional
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Communication through East Carolina University, she also achieved a certificate in Multicultural
and Transnational Literatures. Her education blends well with her research and writing that has
been presented and published in America as well as England and Austria. Price and her husband
have just recently settled in Ann Arbor, Michigan after a twoyear residency in Manchester,
England.
Dr. Kavon Franklin is an Assistant Professor of English at Alabama State University. She earned
a PhD in English at Florida State University and teaches courses in AfricanAmerican history and
cultural studies, American literature, and creative writing. Her recent works include a publication
in the Pomona Valley Review and forthcoming articles in albeit and the Journal of
AfricanAmerican Studies.
James M. Cochran is a doctoral student in the English Department at Baylor University, where he
also teaches firstyear writing. His current research centers on critical theory (especially
ecocriticism and posthumanism) and twentiethcentury and contemporary American literature,
religion, and culture. His publications include “Constructing Chicano Identity: Resistance,
Celebration, and Hybridity in Sergio Troncoso’s From This Wicked Patch of Dust” (Label Me
Latina/o, 2015), “‘Angels in Machines’: The ProtoPosthuman in Alexander Pope’s The Rape of
the Lock” (Word and Text, 2016), and a chapter on cute aesthetics, forthcoming in The
RetroFuturism of Cuteness (Punctum Books). He can be found online at
https://baylor.academia.edu/JamesCochran or https://twitter.com/James_M_Cochran.
Dr. MaryLynn Chambers has her Ph.D. in Technical and Professional Communication from East
Carolina University. She has taught English in Virginia and North Carolina at community
colleges and universities. Her instructional focus is composition, with a research focus in online
education at HBCU schools. She enjoys interacting with her students and inspiring them to write
better, think more critically, and love literature. This professor views the classroom as an
opportunity to make a difference.
Dr. R. Mac Jones is an Assistant Professor of English in Extended University at the University
of South Carolina. He teaches courses in Regional Studies and American Literature. He has
published on Flannery O’Connor, Robert Frost, Stephen King, Dashiell Hammett, Raymond
Chandler, and Don DeLillo and is the coeditor, with Ray McManus, of the collection Found
Anew: Poetry and Prose Inspired by the South Caroliniana Library Digital Collections.
Dr. Alexandre Couture Gagnon is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Public Affairs and
Security Studies at The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. Before that, she was Assistant
Professor at the École nationale d'administration publique in Québec City, Canada. Her research
centers on language policy and immigration policy in national minorities, in particular Québec and
Catalonia. Her work has been published in several book chapters and journal articles, including in
Public Choice, the Journal of Arts Management, Law, and Society, and Society and Leisure. She
is the recipient of the G. Bruce Doern Award.
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